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“How did you end up at Zion Lutheran Church?” 
 
 This was a question posed to each member of our church council members as we 
began our overnight retreat.  I was struck by the many and various ways that   
people have come to Zion. Some have been baptized as a child, many, many  
decades ago, some have just joined, others have come by way of marriage.       
Although the ways of coming to Zion may vary, several reasons stand out as to 
why people remain. It is the welcoming feeling of being home. It is the authentic 
caring that goes on week after week. It is meaningful and relevant worship that 
draws people back again and again and draws their friends and other family   
members too. It is for certain the very power of God’s love in Jesus that leads this 
church in many wondrous ways. 
 I am blessed to be your pastor for these last 10 years and continue to    
marvel at the great work God is doing through you. I am so very, very thankful for 
the leadership.  Ten years ago when I came there was a great desire to bring more 
young people to Zion  and so you have. The young people are coming to Zion and 
more than this they are leading this congregation side by side along with those 
gray haired members who are encouraging  them to lead.  I thank God for you 
people of Zion and am very excited about the rich future that awaits this            
congregation.  No matter what path has led you to Zion, be assured you are here 
for a reason and God has guided you here. Give thanks, be of good courage and 
find ways to serve God at Zion. 
 
Peace and joy comes in serving our Lord. Pastor John Streccius 

�
Last month our church council gathered for a retreat up at the Metigoshe Ministries 

retreat center to ponder the question “What is God up to at Zion?” Once again I was       
reminded of the many ways Zion Lutheran is a vibrant and faithfilled congregation.  Zion 
is at once an old well established congregation and a welcoming future focused place of 
ministry.  Our church council testifies to that balance as we have a combination of lifetime 
members of Zion and folks who have joined in the last few years; all committed to the  
ministry and life of this congregation. 
 The cornerstone of our building reads: “Honor the Past.  Dedicate the future.”  As a 
congregation we do honor and celebrate the rich history Zion has, but we are also         
dedicated to following how the Spirit is moving as we continue to reach out and share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ.  We are committed to welcome all who come through our 
doors, provide authentic Christ centered worship, offer engaging and meaningful education 
opportunities for all ages, and walk together, supporting one another, in our faith journey.  
As a young new pastor I feel very blessed to be serving Zion as pastor and I am excited to 
be on this journey of faith with all of you. 
   Peace, Pastor Nathan Mugaas 
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Debt Reduction 
In memory of Harriet Janz from DeNee’ Hansen, Jim 
Clute/Sherlene Nelson, Bob/Connie Knudson, 
Gary/Sherry Leslie, Dolores Bretheim, Helen  

Tague, Jacky Smith, Nada Butz, Susan Hager,  
Martha Musch, Linda Kaljot, Ernie/Marilyn Selland, Garnet Preabt, Donna 
Desjardins, Helen Schon, George/Sue Summers, Doroles Haaland, Jennie 
Rittenbach, Isabelle Thompson, John/Donna Jean Stuck, Dale/Kay Mattern, 
Judy Teets, Janette Timmreck, Keith/Pat White, Robert/Ardis Markle, 
Marie Levadney, Charles/Sandy Swenson, Morris/Edna Mae Erickson, 
friends & family 
In memory of Wayne Nelson from Robert/Deloris Johnson 
In memory of Glaudia Bly from Jim Clute/Sherlene Nelson 
In memory of Joyce Luhr from Doroles Haaland, Bob/Connie Knudson, 
Gary/Sherry Leslie, Marie LevadneyButch/Ruth Ann Rexine,  
Jim Clute/Sherlene Nelson 
In memory of Margaret Rogers from Bob/Connie Knudson, Marie  
Levadney, Charles/Sandy Swenson, Jim Clute/Sherlene Nelson 
In memory of Sarah Martinsen from John/Carolyn Lyon 
In memory of Marlys Saari from Helen Haaland 
 

Education 
In memory of Harriet Janz from Bruce Haga & the Hankla family 

Missions 
In memory of Harriet Janz from Art/Alpha Sevig 

Music 
In memory of Margaret Rogers from Lottie Jean Griffin 
Gift from Helen Haaland 

Window Shades 
In memory of Harriet Janz from Helga Garrison, Gladys Garrison, Diane 
Thomas 

ZLCW  
In memory of Harriet Janz  from Deloris Stenvold 
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Funds to which you may donate in 
memory/honor of your loved ones. 

 

 Global Missions    Banner Fund       Education  Fund 
 Hand bell Fund      Mission Fund     Organ Fund              
 Quilting          Trust Fund        ZLCW  
 Window Shades     Transportation    Debt Reduction                                        
  Prayer Shawl Ministry        Play Ground Equipment  
       Trees/Landscaping 

									 ����																	 					����������						 				 	
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This Month:  
May 16th @ 5:30 pm   5th Annual Family BBQ @ the Church 
June, July, August—No Sisterhood 
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Our next meeting will be Tuesday, May 11, 5:30 pm in 

the youth/family room. 
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Zion Book Club will meet on  
Tuesday, May 11, 7:00 p.m. to  
discuss the book Blessing in  
Disguise by Lauraine Snelling 
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The WND Synod spring drive pick up dates Minot 
May 19 & 20—9:00am-4:00pm at Midwest Motor Express.  

Please have your items to the church by May 10th.  
Please note that LWR no longer collects clothing. 

 

Health Kits: 1 bath size bar of soap   1 wash cloth   1 comb 
1 hand towel 1 toothbrush                     6 band-aids (½“- ¾” 
wide)      
1 metal nail file/clippers with file     
     

Layettes:   
2 shirts   2 receiving blankets 2 diaper pins                  
4 cloth diapers  1 bar soap      1 sweater 
2 sleepers  2 wash clothes  
Wrap items in one of the blankets and secure with diaper pins 
 

School kits: 
1 blunt scissors     1 ½ “ruler with cm       2 notebooks of 
ruled paper  
1 pencil sharpener      6 new pencils/eraser      eraser 2 ½“ long 
12 sheets colored paper assorted     1 box crayons (8-16 or 24)        

8½ by 11: 150-200 sheets of paper. 
Put contents in cloth bag approximately 12” x 14” with cloth han-

dles 
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Women of Zion are  
invited to the Mother’s 
Day Luncheon at St. Johns 
Lutheran Church in Ryder 

on May 2nd at 1:00pm.  They will have a salad 
luncheon followed by a program.  
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
Board Meeting April 7, 2010 

 

    Our meeting opened at 12:30 PM with a devotion and prayer by Chairperson Carol Butts.  Those present were Darlene Rust, 
Carol Butts, Mary Ann Stoa, Donna Stuck, Beulah Koppelsloen, Sherlene Clute, Vi Jepsen and DeNee Hansen. 
 

   The minutes from the previous meeting were approved as printed.  Treasurers report was also accepted as printed - $4,978.10 
in the checking account and $5,995.45 in savings for a total of $10,973.55. 
 

Reports were given from Dorcas/Faith and Hannah Circles: 
Stewardship reported the quilts for the graduating seniors are ready.  Metigoshe Ministries quilt display June 12th.  They will 
have an auction June 26th at 10:00 AM. 
Funerals-Darlene is very busy and thanks everyone very much for saying ‘yes’ when she calls.  We are still looking for another 
person to fill in. 
OLD BUSINESS:  None. 
NEW BUSINESS:  Kitchen items were discussed.  It was stated to maybe put a sign on the Bunn coffeemaker to state not to 
turn it off.  It should stay on at all times. 
Correspondence:  Thank you notes were read. Also read an invitation to all to Mother’s Day Luncheon at St Johns Lutheran 
Church in Ryder on May 2nd at 1PM.  They will have a salad luncheon and then a program. 
   Our Mothers and Others will be held May 8th at 11:30AM.  It’s a salad potluck. Nan Sys will do her presentation on ‘The 
Potter’.  Donna Jean made a motion we donate offering from Mothers and Others to the Y.W.C.A. renovation project. Sherlene 
seconded the motion and the motion carried. 
   The Western Prairie Cluster will be at Zion Lutheran Church in Berthold on Saturday April 17th beginning with registration 
at 9AM.  Anyone attending should contact Treasurer Mary Ann Stoa. We will be car-pooling and anyone needing a ride be at 
the church at 8AM. A motion was made by Beulah to send $50.00 offering to Western Prairie Cluster and it to go to the Haiti 
Disaster Response. Sherlene seconded the motion and the motion passed. 
   Lutheran Campus Ministries are having a fund raiser on April 29th and Z.L.C.W. will donate a quilt. 
   Our next meeting will be June 2nd at 2PM.   We closed with the Lords Prayer 
 

DARLENE RUST, Secretary 
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Summer Worship Schedule  
Sunday Schedule will continue  8:30am and 11am, Fellowship in between 

 
Beginning May 29th No Saturday Service for summer 

Mid-Week Worship Wednesday Evening 7pm Beginning June 2nd..  
Fellowship activities following 

Come and Worship!!! 
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Men of Zion Men’s  
Breakfast on  

Saturday, May 1, 
8:00 am.                  

Bring a friend! �
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Come hear Dawn Werner—who 
served in Baghdad, Iraq—Jan 

‘08 to Jan ‘09.  She will speak of 
her faith walk while deployed. 
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Zion Lutheran Church Council Meeting – April 20, 2010 
 

Present:  David Goodman, Gary Leslie, Pat Jorgenson, Wanda Maixner, DeNee Hanson, Sandra Swenson, Kelsey Humphreys, Brian 
Troxel, Pastor John, Pastor Nathan, Mike Arlien, Matt Sundahl, Diane Bryantt, Julie Huettl 
Other:  Chris Torgeson 
BUSINESS 
Approval of Agenda – Gary Leslie moved to approve the agenda.  David Goodman seconded.  Motion carried. 
Approval of Minutes – March 16, 2010 minutes were amended to include Council approval to make a $75,000 payment to the building 
mortgage loan principal from the Debt Retirement Fund.  DeNee Hanson moved to approve the minutes as amended.  Wanda Maixner 
seconded. Motion carried.  
Treasurer’s Report-   Diane Bryantt moved to put the Phase II Fund balance of $57,133.36 into a 24 mos. or less Bank Certificate of 
Deposit.  Matt Sundahl seconded.  Motion carried.  Wanda Maixner moved to approve the treasurer’s report.  Mike Arlien seconded.  
Motion carried. 
Committee Reports 
Building and Properties: There are cracks in the stained glass window.  They are looking into fixing it.  Cost information is being gath-
ered for restriping the parking lot.  There was another leak in the roof over the display cabinet.  Hight Construction fixed it.  We can re-
quest from the bank to have the building mortgage loan rate readjusted at no cost.  The current rate is 5.25 percent.  If this is done, the 
monthly mortgage would be $5,300.00 from the date of readjustment to October 2010.  The rate is scheduled to be adjusted in October 
2010.  Readjusting the rate means the principal balance would be rescheduled over the remaining period of the loan.  It simply spreads 
payments out over the remaining loan period.  This would assist with any cash flow concerns.  We could continue to make the $8,397.22 
mortgage payment, but if cash flow is a concern, we would only be obligated to make a monthly mortgage payment of $5,300.00.  Pat 
Jorgenson moved to have the Buildings and Properties Committee write a letter to Missions Investment to reamortize the loan at the cur-
rent interest rate, and that as Church Council, we will continue to make the original mortgage payments as cash flow allows.  Gary Leslie 
seconded.  Motion carried.  The blinds have been ordered.  The Trust Committee has agreed to pay for them.  The Buildings and Property 
Committee will assist with installation. 
Good News/Evangelism: New Member Sunday is April 25. 
Children’s Ministries: Vacation Bible School is August 2 through 6. 
Pastor’s Reports 
Pastor John: Easter services were full and attendance was up at both the 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. services.  They are gearing up with staff for 
the Church Council retreat at Camp Metigoshe on April23 and 24.  Summer worship plans are being worked on.  There have been many 
baptisms.  Pastor John expressed his appreciation to Pastor Nathan for covering during Pastor John’s vacation.  Cheryl Geller is out of the 
office for 4 weeks recovering from surgery.  There are several volunteers, and it is appreciated. 
Pastor Nathan:There have been several funerals in a short period of time.  All went smoothly, including the meals served. 
Unfinished Business 
Update on TRAC Coach/Youth Director: Pastor John stated that several committees have been given a “homework” piece for the TRAC 
Coach/Youth Director position.  On April 29, Zion staff and Metigoshe Ministries staff will meet to discuss (1) Where we see the posi-
tion, and (2) How the congregation sees the position. 
Update on Fund Raising: As of 04/12/2010, $5,650 has been raised. 
Council Retreat: The retreat is at Metigoshe Ministries for April 23-24. 
Defibrillator: 
Chris Torgeson stated that payment has been made and delivered to the Red Cross.  Zion is on the defibrillator list.  We have the defibril-
lator, but a location has to be determined.  Up to 4 people can be trained for free.  Up to 30 additional persons may be trained at a cost of 
$30 each.  Chris is already trained.  Pastor John stated that an individual has stated that he/she would like to pay for the defibrillator. 
New Business 
Destruction of Latest Election Ballots: 
Wanda Maixner moved to destroy the ballots.  David Goodman seconded.  Motion carried. 
Principal Payment: 
Already discussed, nothing further. 
New Custodian: 
Michelle Zuck started April 19, and will be working with Dick Johnson for awhile.  To begin with, a time clock will be used. 
 
There being no other business, Mike Arlien moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Wanda Maixner seconded.  Motion carried.  The 
meeting was adjourned with The Lord’s Prayer. 
The next council meeting will be held on May 18th. 
Respectfully submitted, Julie Huettl - Council Member 
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"SALE" INTO SUMMER FUN-D RAISER 
 

Tired of all that unused stuff in your house?  Do you want to get rid of it but it is too good to throw away?  
Why not have a rummage sale.  Create some more space for you and provide a way to benefit both the church 
and yourself.  How you ask??  Once you have held your rummage sale, bring the proceeds to the Zion Lu-
theran Church office and donate the money to the church for its debt relief fund.  Why would you do that in-
stead of just keeping the money, you ask??  Why would you not want to get the most out of your money?  By 
donating it to the church, you help the church reduce its debt and you get a receipt for the donation that you 
can use as a tax deduction on this year’s tax.  You get twice the bang for your buck and some extra room in 
your house. 
You have never had a rummage sale and don’t know where to start?  Here are some handy tips that I took out 
to the Pierce County Tribune. 
 
#1 Designate a “sale” area in your home. 
 Pick a spot to store the things you’re going to sell.  Make sure it’s not an area that will need to be use in 
the next couple of months since it will probably fill up pretty quick.  An unused garage, storage shed, or spare 
room are all good for this purpose.  Mark anything in the area that is NOT going to go be sold so that when the 
time comes, you don’t accidentally get rid of something you don’t want to part with. 
#2 Use your evening to “pick twenty” 
 After a long day at work and taking care of your family, the last thing anyone wants to do is get ready 
for a rummage sale.  However, you only need about five minutes a night to get a good start on your sale.  
When you have a few minutes of downtime, go through your house and pick twenty things you can part with.  
It can be any 20 things, spread out around the house, of specific to say a closet or one room.  Put those things 
in the “sale” room and then enjoy the rest of your evening.  Do this every night until you’ve gathered up all the 
stuff you’re willing and ready to part with. 
#3 Put away week-end pricing time 
 One of the most tedious parts of having a rummage sale is pricing every single item.  By starting to 
price now, you can divide this laborious task into small chunks of work.  Pick an hour or two on your days off 
to price anything in your “sale” room.  Make sure to separate the priced items from the non-priced items to 
keep your space organized.  If you’re not sure what value to give certain items, go ahead and price on the high 
side.  Just be ready to go down if someone wants to haggle.  Pricing things in smaller increments will keep you 
from getting bored and when the time comes, you’ll be ready for your sale. 
#4 Pick a date well in advance 
 Pick a date that will give you enough time to be properly prepared and not rushed.  You can plan for 
the city wide rummage sale or pick your own dates if that one does not work for you.  Hard core garage sale 
shoppers will be there no matter what. 
#5 Consider selling other items 
 Increase your dollar potential by supplementing your used items in the garage sale with crafts, snacks, 
baked goods and other low-cost items.  Some people even offer a lunch.  Shoppers have often been shopping 
all day, it might be a way to get hungry shoppers to stay a while and browse while they eat. 
#6 Recruit help 
 It is possible to run a rummage sale by yourself, but when the rush hits, it could get pretty stressful.  
Starts putting the word out now that you’re looking for some help.  Older children can help bag or rearrange 
items into empty spots as the sale progresses.  Teenagers can take and make change.  Get with some friends 
and see if they’d like to add some things to the sale for the price of just a few hours of their help.  In many 



cases, they’ll be happy to do it, and running a sale with someone you can gab with makes it all that more fun. 
#7 Make sure you have plenty of display space 
 Depending on how many items you’ve got, you’re going to need places to put everything you are sell-
ing.  Tables are the best, since they are at a level to make browsing easy for everyone.  Make sure you have 
enough.  Ask friends and family to borrow picnic or card tables.  Clothing racks and bookshelves can also be 
used.  A piece of plywood over some sawhorses will do in a pinch as an extra display table.  Just make sure to 
put a “Not for Sale” sign on anything that you want to use for display purposes only. 
#8 Get the word out 
 No one’s going to know about your sale unless you advertise.  Take out an ad in the paper.  Better yet, 
if you’re taking part in the city-wide rummage sale event, get your sale on the map.  Some people use that as 
their primary guide for the day, especially if they are looking for something specific.  Hang up flyers and post-
ers in high-traffic areas around town.  Make sure you have signs to post on nearby city streets to direct traffic 
to your sale for its duration. Don’t forget to put dates and addresses on your ads, as well as some teaser items.  
The more you promote your rummage sale, the better your turnout will be. 
#9 Have everything ready the night before 

The day of the sale is going to be pretty crazy, and the last thing you’re going to want to do is any last 
minute set-up.  Have everything ready to go the night before so that with only minimal work, you’ll be ready 
for business.  Set up your “cashier” table with enough chairs for you and your co-workers.  Get change from a 
local bank.  If need be, cover any tables or displays with plastic tarps to guard against bad overnight weather. 
#10 Let the fun begin! 
 On the day of your sale, start early as hostess, make sure you’re friendly and greet all your customers 
with a smile.  Be willing to haggle.  Even if someone doesn’t buy anything, thank them for stopping and wish 
them a good day.  While being friendly might not make your profits go up, your customers are likely to re-
member you and tell their friends to check your sale out.  Plus, you’ll want the good PR for future sales. 
 

What should you do with the leftovers?  Save them….. Give them away….Toss them… 
 There are three courses of action that you can take with the left-over merchandise: 
1.  Save it for your next garage sale.  Having a bit of “seed merchandise” can help fill your tables for the next 
sale, but keep in mind, you’re going to have to store everything somewhere! 
2.  Give it all to a charity.  There are many charitable organizations that will take your remaining merchan-
dise, and give you a receipt for you to write the donation off your income tax.  Some will even come and pick 
up the items. 
3.  Throw it away.  Put all you left over items on your curb, and let the sanitation trucks pick it up.  Don’t be 
surprised when some of the same people that would not pay for it come and dig thru your garbage and take 
items home. 


