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HAVE A
BLESSED
NEW YEAR!

In this New Year | am hoping to be more optimistiout life. The church school
kids’ memory verse for their last rotation was Rom8:28:

We know that all things work together for goodtfawse who love God, who are called
according to his purpose.

As Christians we are called to see the goodneSodfin even the nastiest, most
difficult situations; we're called to be optimists.

The Story is told of two brothers. One was an iable optimist and the other an
incorrigible pessimist. No matter what happeneth&one child, his spirits could not be
dampened, and no matter what happened to the dibespirits could not be lifted up.

Their parents were brought to their wits end andrs® Christmas they tried to
exercise some correctives on their boys’ extrenieidés. For the pessimist they bought
Christmas gifts that anticipated his every wistpihg that seeing such an array of good
things on Christmas morning would produce signa sdinny disposition. Conversely, they
decided they would give the optimist child nothimgt a bag of horse manure.

On Christmas morning, the pessimistic boy openkdxaof magnificent electric
trains. In response he said with dismay, “Theydlpably break.” When he opened a box
containing a large and expensive stereo he simplgrged and said, “I don’t even have any
CDs to play on it.” And so it went with every amagigift he opened. There were negative
responses to everything.

Finally the optimist child opened his bag and fotimat there was horse manure in
it. He started jumping up and down and shoutingdgr His parents demanded to know
what he was so happy about, and he exclaimed, tosge what | got? Do you see what |
got?! There’s got to be a pony around here someatitier

And so it is with optimists everywhere. We Chrisasometimes need to be
reminded that God is always working for good, far good, and no matter how many bad
things happen, that does not change. Even in trst desperate of times, especially in the
most desperate of times, God is right there with. you can be assured that God is work-
ing for your good.

This year let us ever more put our faith and hep@od who created the entire
world; in God who came down and brings salvationGod who sustains us and gathers us
together to be church. I invite you to join me bis optimist quest in 2010, searching for
God’s blessings in our lives. Let’s look for thpainy!

-Pastor Nathan Mugaas *Story adapted from Tony Campold'®t Me Tell You a Story
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Wabhlund, friends & family

Whorley

Bernice Galusha

Drama Team—Gift from the ZLCW

Handbells—Gift from the ZLCW

Play Ground Equipment

Debt Reduction
ﬁ In memory of Chester

EMORIJAL seibelfrom Bernice

GH_TS Galusha, Keith/Pat White,

Sherlene Nelson, Joel/Son|a "o # "

Hernes, Sue Hager, John/Donna Jean Stuck, Helen #1S % I #
Christianson, Arden/Carol Butts, Larry/Edwina ) )

Global Missions—Gift from the ZLCW

In memory of Chester Seibefrom Jacky Smith

Transportation— Gift from the ZLCW

In memory of James Williamsfrom Dick/LaVonne " "o

In memory of Gene Summerdrom Curt/Jen Schall ( ) # ) #
In memory of Carol Byrd from DeNee’ Hansen * + "

In memory of Bertha Olson, Great-Great Grand-
mother of Kelsey, Colton & Brady from Wanda Olson
In memory of Herb, Teri & Mark Galusha from

Funds to which you may donate in
memory/honor of your loved ones.

Global Missions  Banner Fund Educatteumnd
Hand bell Fund  Mission Fund  Organ Fund
Quilting Trust Fund ZLCW

Window Shades  Transportation Debt Reduction
Prayer Shawl Ministry Play Ground Equé

Music Scholarship—Gift from the ZLCW Landscaping

! nn #
TV Ads—Gift from the ZLCW #
Window Shades $ %

In memory of Chester Seibefrom Dale/Kay Mattern, & & &
Helen Tague &

a w# $ Why??? Wh 2?7

0 y?7?7 y me??*
4 $56 37 $8% Two of the shortest questions we humans ask and the vy are loaded!
9 % 6 $75
9 16! $505 Qh lt Beginning Wednesday, January 13, we will take a look at these
o 76% % Ul - guestions with the study, "God's Will for Life,” Studies in Mark.
9 7 j Five sessions will look at the three in the study book,
0 ' 1) Seeing God's Will for Life Embedded in Creation;
% &1'() 2) Trusting God's Will for Life When Nature Runs Amok;
19 ' 8 3) Laying Hold of God's Will for Life in the Face of Disease
# ' $ and Death.
"#
And then the class will move in any direction where questions may arise within
* the class. Cost of book: $5.00—purchased at church office.
9 111 4 Pastor John and Pastor Nathan will lead these studies on
9 19%;3 # # Sunday mornings.

fff $ Zion Book Club will meet on
= ¥ Tuesday, January 12, 7:00pm to dig

P lﬁjﬁ el cuss the 2nd book in the Red River

series by Lorraine Snelling “A New
Day Rising” Jane will have the 3rd book in th

series at that meeting for those who ordered
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Our next meeting will be Tuesday, \l )
January 12th, 5:30 pm in the LA *4
youth/family room. Adiiiaas

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN
Board Meeting December 2, 2009

Our meeting opened at 2PM by Chairman Mary Ann 8iitiaa devotion from Touch of Love Book.

Those present at meeting were Darlene Rust, Dotutk SCarol Butts, Sherlene Clute, Beulah Koppels|o

Kristi Asendorf and Mary Ann Stoa.

The minutes from the previous meeting were appragegrinted. Treasurers report was also acceptedrdsd - $8,256.36
in the checking account and $7,990.81in savings.

OLD BUSINESS:
Advent Breakfast: We will give our offering to tRéorence Anderson Center of Hope Womens Homeleske®ly WCA/Minot

NEW BUSINESS Lent — February ¢ Dorcas /Faith Circle, February'®4Hannah Circle, March™®Dorcas/Faith Circle, March 10
Hannah Circle, March 17 Dorcas /Faith Circle, March #4Hlannah Circle.

We received a request from Sue Summers askingvihgive % scholarships for bell training. It wasalissed and

decided we would give a donation later.

Darlene Rust made a motion we take $2,000.00 csdivihgs. Seconded by Donna Stuck. Motion carried

Darlene Rust made a motion that we give a giftitkand Brent Johnson for their good service asodiisns.

Seconded by Carol Butts. Motion carried.

Year end contributions approved by all Board Meraber

They are as follows:
Anne Carlsen School $500.00
(CAR) African Village Water Project $300.00
(CAR) African Village Education $400.00
Domestic Violence $300.00
Global Missions/African Women Scholarship $300.00
Lutheran Campus Ministries $300.00 | This Month:
Lutheran Social Services $600.00 January 17th @ 12 noon—Bake n’ Take
Lutheran World Relief-Quilts & Kits $500.00 U ing Event
Minot Area Homeless Coalition $600.00 pcoming - ver_1 S
Minot VVocational Workshop $200.00 |February 21st @ 7 pm—Movie Night
Metigoshe Ministries $600.00 |March 21st @ 12 noon—Personal Care Bags
Oak Grove Lutheran School $300.00 for the YWCA & Women’'s Homeless Shelter
Second Story-Minot $400.00 | April 18th @ 12 noon—Craft for Zion Nursing Home
Zion Drama Team $100.00 Residents
Zion Bell Choir & Chimes $100.00 May 16th @ 5:30 pm—5th Annual Family BBQ
Zion Global Missions $1,500.00 @ the Church
Zion TV Misson Ads $600.00 .
Zion Music Scholarship $500.00 | Y€ July, August—No Sisterhood
Zion Transportation $300.00 | Most of our activities will take place following our 11
Zion Mission Committee _$600.00 am Sunday Service, so feel free to bring a brown bag
lunch!
Total $9000.00
**Dates and/or times are subject to change,
We closed with the Lords Prayer. Next meetingelbrary %, please watch the monthly visitor for any
2010 at 2PM. updates_**
DARLENE V. RUST—Secretary
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Zion Lutheran Church Council Meeting - December 152009

Present: Pastor John, Pastor Nathan, Diane Brykamty; Jorgenson, Jen Schall, Pat Jorgenson, Betlrcd,
Linnzi Aberle, Tyler Hunskor, David Goodman, Rodrdeson, Wanda Maixner Other: Jerry Jorgenson
Rod Torgeson called the meeting to order. Pasttrdeopened the meeting with prayer.

BUSINESS

Approval of Agenda- Linnzi moved to approve, Diane seconded. Motiamied.

Approval of Minutes - Tyler moved to approved, Dave seconded. Motamied.

Treasurer’'s Report - Jerry Jorgenson went over the November tredsuegort. Jerry also had some projections as
to where we will be at the end of Decembex itrtlicated that December is a difficult month toject with a lot of
income coming in and some onetime expenses beidgrpBecember. One scenario would be that nedirtha
contingency funds would be depleted. One optionlavbe to pay the mortgage payment from the dehtatémh fund.

Jerry answered questions from the council regarsipegific budget items. Diane moved to approvedpert, Beth
seconded. Motion carried.

Diane moved to give the accountant the discretamst funds from the debt reduction fund to paytibegage
payment is the need arises to cover any net la$®ibudget. Wanda seconded. Motion carried.
Pastor’'s Reports

Pastor John and Pastor Nathan reported a goodutuioraheir open house(s) that was held on Suntlag. Christ-

mas Eve services will be held at 3:30, 5:30 an@@.PM on Christmas Eve. There will be no serviceson Christ-

mas Day. Regular services will be held on Decerilzer
Unfinished Business

TRAC Position - There is a question on if thereoism in the 2010 budget to fund the TRAC Positfahis not
funded with trust funds. This was tabled until aftee January budget meeting.

Update on money Handling — Ushers have been udimgkable bag. Council discussed possibly havirgughers
sign off that entire money was put in the bag. gcdssion will be held with the accountant regardingitten
procedure for handling money.

Giving Away God's Word - It was recommended thag froposal be taken to the Trust Committee tdfdbey
would be willing to fund the replacement biblesefdneeds to be a written commitment providedéastminary
before the seminary will provide the initial Bibles

New Business

Council Positions - Discussion was held regardirgdlection of new council officers. These neededn place
prior to the budget planning meeting scheduledaoidry 18. It was moved by Pat Jorgenson and seconded
by Tyler Hunskor to cast unanimous ballot for Jehall as secretary and Linnzi Aberle as treasietion
carried. It was moved by Pat Jorgenson and secdmgkthnzi to cast unanimous ballot for Diane Britamas
Vice President. Motion carried. The position of$dent remains open. Current President Rod Torgedbn
contact missing council members to recruit a pertid

Annual Meeting - It was moved by Linnzi Aberle esetonded by Wanda Maixner to have the annual ngeetin
February 1% at 10:00. It was moved by Jen Schall and secohgdtht Jorgenson to amend the motion to change
the meeting time to 9:45 AM. Amendment carried. tiglo carried as amended. The Annual Meeting wilhbkl
on February 14 at 9:45 AM.

Budget planning meeting is schedule for the ouigaind incoming executive committees on Januafyat®:00 AM.

Adjournment
Moved by Wanda Maixner and seconded by Linnzere to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried.
Meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer

Respectfully submitted,
Jenice Schall, Secretary

Lo HSHOHR&H " ()
H$HY*+S, - )

I




Gospel Seeds... January 2010

A Monthly Update from the Western North Dakota Synal Office

Can we fill a barnyard?

Most of us never have to worry whether there wélifbod available for our next meal. Around the wdHat is a deep con-
cern for many. Our church has a long history ofkivay to provide food for the hungry, safe, cleaimking water and the
development of skills to help people become sdficiant.

One of the programs aimed at feeding people oweloiing run is<God’s Global Barnyard Through this effort individuals or
congregations can purchase livestock that willilvergto people around the world. A cow or goat ptes milk, offspring,
manure to fertilize gardens, in short these anipedside hope. The gift of chickens

provides eggs to eat or sell, the ability to grofloak and have meat.

At this year’s synod assembly we want to see itae fill a barnyard with animals. Each congregatbour synod is in-
vited to begin collecting coins to go toward thission project. Sunday school kids could decorate fo be taken home to
collect coins or to be placed in the Narthex of¢herch so worshippers can drop off their penmikels and dimes. Con-
gregations can use this to teach about world huauggthe work our church is doing to feed the hungr

You can learn more about God’s Global Barnyardat.erg/hunger/barnyard. As you dig around the wsigbyou can also
learn more about the ELCA World Hunger program.eare a couple of fun facts:

-one chick costs a dollar -one pig costs $30

-one goat costs $50 -one cow costs $500

Again, here is the question: Together can we filhanyard? We are 192 congregations. We are hetteeon
prairie to Worship God and Serve our neighbor.éflwing the coins from all the nooks and crannfesuo
synod, we can make a difference for those who angty.

Worship Services of Holy Communion & Prayers for Haling

For many in our churches these past few months e difficult. There has been deep and intenseereation concern-
ing human sexuality. Some people in our synod griee changes and some are silently celebratingueges our church
has made. Regardless, it has meant increased ftr@sany of our leaders, church staffs and theilfasnof rostered lead-
ers.

Part of the role of the Bishop is to be pastoh®mpastors and the churches of the synod. | artinig\all of our rostered
leaders, church staffs and family members to a @ifiveorship with Holy Communion and prayers for ln& It is God, the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who by the powéhe Holy Spirit sustains us.

January 12, 9:30AM CST - Good Shepherd, Williston

1:30PM MST- Peace Lutheran, Dickinson

January 13, 10:00AM CST - Augustana Lutheran, Minot

January 14, 2:00PM CST - House of Prayer, Bismarck

Your Church at Work:

Jan Zook was part of a Regional Global Mission @atig to talk about world hunger and our comparsygmod work. She
shared this story from the event: Laura Thompsdm grew up at First Lutheran, Fargo, recently

returned from a year in India as a ELCA Young AdlGlobal Mission. In India, she worked with a gpoof young girls in
an orphanage tutoring students. One day Laura wdaoteeat the girls with candy. She asked

one of the older girls to show her where the manket. While there, she told the girl to chooseradgaar for herself for
helping her find the way to the market. Laura cheS$kit Kat” candy bar for herself and savored

every bite on the way back to the orphanage -siethso good and reminded her of home. Her compaham’t eat her
candy bar. Laura wondered why? She informed hemnsloéd share it with all the girls at the orphanalgeura explained
she had bought hard candy for everyone. And ystdini chose to take her candy bar back and éntdt14 pieces to share
with all the girls. Laura asked us, “What do welwgly share and what do we

reluctantly give?”

We'll share more on this event in the next issue.

God Bless, Mark Narum — Serving as Bishop
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Campus Ministry Corner: Hi Friends...Happy New Year ++, ;
from Lutheran Campus Ministry!! Lutheran Campus Ighn 63 +E IF! 3 =60" IF$
try is looking forward to great New Year ahead. ¢dare 6" 3 IFI18 6 @ IF$$
some of the events planned for January:
Weekly Gatherings Starting Thurs., Jan. 21, 7:00 p.m. ODREAR [AST |
Campusl . Men of Zion Don't forget )" -
Spring Break: Washington. DC. here we come! We will b wm X © < forgﬂnen’S prealfast | 0 )
heading to Washington D.C. to: work in a soup letth “ Saturday, January 9, 8:00 am z 5 ) )
homeless shelter, a food bank, mid-night run (hautdood | k= B1ing a friend! .1 -0 >
and clothing to homeless people on the street)) leaout N FELLIARAT ° 4 8>
Street Village, meet our congress people and leboat ad- . .
vocacy, do repairs at a group home, see Washinbt@h, N Sth Sunday Worship on January 31 wil

Space is limited to 12 students and space isdillip fast.
Spaghetti Dinner. January 28 — be looking for more infor
mation to come. To learn more about the eventsplea
contact Campus Pastor Kari Williamson: 839-3949 or
campusministry@srt.com

S(

beregular service timeswith a
traditional service at 8:30am and the
Drama Team will lead worship on
Saturday, January 30 at 5:00 and the
11:00 service on Sunday.
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2 EShepherds (need 2 people!) !
&& )" " '  Greet students each week and travel through the workshops with !
6 7 ) 8 them. Shepherds get to know their kids and provide continuity and i
| caring. :
9 & " iShepherds help guide the children each week and provide consistency .
i for the students from week to week. i
& & & ' Workshop Leaders/Helper (need 6 people!) ,
)  Commit to 5 weeks of leadership. Leaders teach the workshop of their i
% 8 B(G<s $ = 'interest and lesson stays the same all 5 weeks. Helper simply assist |
1in the teaching and facilitating of the learning experience for our chil- ,
>>( ? % >> :d i
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