
�

����������	��

�����
���	�����
	������������������������ ����

����������	

�������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� ��

�����	���

�

�

��������� �

	
���
��� �

�

�������	�����������

�

	�������� �

��  �!��"�#$��%����

�

&�' �(�))�  �*���

#$��%���+��%��$,���


$�����$��

�

��-��*���


$..��/0�,,$+�%���

��

#��������� �

0$$�1�0���%�(�0���,��

��' ����,�

2�  �"��$��%�
%$���

2�' �


%��3%�	3%$$,�


$�.������$��(�����

*��,��
,����

2�-���

�������,,���

4�-��"�
%$���

�
�

���������	
�����

����
����������	�
��������

�	��
	�����
���
���������

�
�
�

�

�

�

 
“Where will you be this Christmas?” 

 
10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news 
of  great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the  Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:10-11 (NRSV) 

    It was the Christmas of  1975. I was 11 years old. In the very, very, early morning of 
our first day of Christmas break, the Streccius family piled into our pale green 1972 
Chevy station wagon and headed south to Pine Island, Florida. It was some 27 hours on 
the highways and byways, no ipods, dvd players, or cell phones, just an 8 track player 
blaring out my parents favorite music, Tony Bennett, Frank Sinatra, and Montivoni. 
Christmas in Florida was quite different from the usual. Decorated palm trees lined the 
streets. Santa was dressed in his red suit but with shorts and sandals. It was indeed 
Christmas but it was very different. We went to the local Lutheran church for Christmas 
eve service but we did not know a soul. We had a great vacation but it just didn’t seem 
like Christmas. 
 

   Where will you spend this Holy Day of our Savior’s birth? There is a great deal of 
tinsel and lights, trimmings and trappings all around us, however the true reason for 
Christmas is quite a contrast, you can still find Him, lying in a manger innocent and 
holy, powerful and mighty.   The season of Christmas can be frantic and stressful,     
joyous and warming, cold and snowy or warm with lighted palm trees and still the    
savior comes. This Christmas, where ever you are, look for the one lying in the manger, 
for this one is born for you, to save you from your sin, to bring you joy within. This one 
comes to deliver you from power of evil and even death. He comes to bring you true 
life, everlasting life. 
 

    Come and kneel at the humble manger in which the face of God is lying there for 
you, see this tiny little babe, God’s very gift of Grace, given to you. Jesus is born for 
this, for you, for me. This Christmas I invite you to come and worship God’s Son, Jesus 
Christ. Come and  
worship at Zion. 
 

May the peace of Jesus be with you every day. 
God bless you, Pastor John. 
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Debt Reduction 

 

In memory of Agnes Cushing from Gerald Cushing &   
                                                                               family 
In memory of Mark Jundt from DeNee’ Hansen, 
Erv/JoAnn Johnson 
In memory of Dean Hohmann from Ray/Vi Skorheim 
In memory of Gloria Sylstad Call from Bernice  
                                                                   Galusha 
In memory of Vencile Elgie from Ed/Carmen  
                                                                   Wheeling 
                                                         
In memory of Ken Weber from Arnold/Gail Heller 
In memory of Violet Johnson from Gladys Dixon 
In memory of Chester Seibel from Butch/Ruth Ann 
Rexine, Jerry/Pat Jorgenson, Terry/Gail Hjelmstad 
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Funds to which you may donate in 
memory/honor of your loved ones. 

 Global Missions    Banner Fund      Education  Fund 
 Hand bell Fund     Mission Fund     Organ Fund              
 Quilting       Trust Fund          ZLCW  
 Window Shades    Transportation    Debt Reduction                                        
 Prayer Shawl Ministry        Play Ground Equipment 
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Our next meeting will be Tuesday, December 8th, 5:30 pm  
in the youth/family room. 
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This Month: 
December 6th @ 12 noon—Christmas Cards for our Homebound  

 

Upcoming Events 
January 17th @ 12 noon—Bake n’ Take 
February 21st @ 7 pm—Movie Night 
March 21st @ 12 noon—Personal Care Bags for the YWCA      
                                        Women’s Homeless Shelter 
April 18th @ 12 noon—Craft for Zion Nursing Home Residents 
May 16th @ 5:30 pm—5th Annual Family BBQ @ the Church 
June, July, August—No Sisterhood 
 

Most of our activities will take place following our 11 am Sunday 
Service, so feel free to bring a brown bag lunch! 
 

**Dates and/or times are subject to change, please watch 
the monthly visitor for any updates.** 
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Zion Lutheran Church Council Meeting - November 17, 2009 
 

       Present:  Julie Huettl, Tyler Hunskor, Sue Cleveland, Jenice Schall, Wanda Maixner, Beth Stenvold, Pat Jorgenson,  
                      Pastor John, Pastor Nathan. Guest: Matt Sundahl 
       Rod Torgeson called the meeting to order.    

 DEVOTIONS - Pastor Nathan opened the meeting with Prayer. 
 BUSINESS 

Approval of Agenda -Agenda was amended to include two items under new business and to move the Metigoshe Ministries 
presentation to between the approval of the minutes and approval of the treasurer’s report. Wanda Maixner moved to  

       approve the agenda as modified and Sue Cleveland seconded. Motion passed.   
Approval of Minutes - Moved to approve by Beth Stenvold, seconded by Jen Schall. Motion carried 
Metigoshe Ministries - Matt Sundahl was attending the meeting to make a presentation about the Bible Camp. He acknowledged 

that our church does a lot with Metigoshe Ministries and camp staff thanks Zion for that. He indicated that 70 ELCA 
churches bring kids to Bible Camp and in 2009 2415 came to camp. 40% of today’s seminarians have worked as bible camp 
staff. He showed the council a portion of a CD on family camp activities.    

Treasurer’s Report -Tyler Hunskor moved to approve the treasurer’s report. Julie Huettl seconded.  Motion carried. 
Committee Reports 

Building – A fence was not put across the entire north side of property. Just blocked the road on both ends and that    
                  seems to have stopped the traffic on that portion of the lawn.       
Worship - Worship Committee authorized the use of up to $1500 of unused music intern funds to pay for supplemental 
                   musicians during worship.   
Evangelism - December 10th will be filming a Christmas video for television.    

Pastor’s Reports  
Pastor John – Trust approved funds for a new computer for John. Visitations are going well. Gearing up for Christmas  
season. There was an Open Forum at the church to continue discussion of the ELCA National Church vote on sexuality. 
There are people on both sides of the issue. Ultimately it will be left to the congregation. Another open forum will be held 
this coming Sunday. 
Pastor Nathan - Took high school students to the synod youth assembly in Dickinson. Zion had 18 kids attending.   A bus 
was taken with kids from Zion, Christ Lutheran and Bethany Lutheran. Trust committee has a group meeting to review the by
-laws of the trust committee and discussing what kind of things the trust committee can fund.    

Unfinished Business 
TRAC Update - This Sunday Betsy Debertin is coming to do a temple talk regarding the TRAC program. A discussion has 

been held with the trust committee. Our portion of a TRAC coach will be in the neighborhood of $24,000. The Trust  
       Committee had good support for the TRAC coach and program, but trust committee is cautious on how the funds will be 

spent.   
New Business 

Giving Away God’s Word.  This is a program that was started at seminary. Bible’s were placed in the pews and were avail-
able for persons without a Bible to take home. As 2009 graduate, Nathan’s church is eligible. Luther seminary would 
purchase bibles to place in the church pews. Any one could take a bible if they don’t have one at home. Congregation 
needs to commit to replenish those that are taken. Replacement Bibles would need to be put into budgets. It was sug-
gested that this could be an ideal project for the trust committee. Pat Jorgenson moved that council approve the plan and 
that a representative go to the trust to seek funding for the replacement bibles. Wanda Maixner seconded. Motion carried. 

Handling of Cash - Pastor John has a concern of how cash is handled leaving the pastors and staff vulnerable. Usually 
Pastors handle the cash by putting it in the safe as also retrieving it. Leaves the pastors and staff with access to the 
safe vulnerable to question. A discussion was held regarding locked money bags, a lock box, and the safe. After 
discussion it was a consensus that funds be placed in a locked money bag and placed in the safe. The counters 
would have the access to the key to open the money bags. An extra set of keys to the money bags is to be placed in 
the safe deposit box. A staff member will open the safe, but they would not have ability to access the cash. It was 
recommended that loose money be counted and the amount entered on a slip of paper with two signatures verifying 
the amount of funds.     

Use of Building – A dance group, Just for Kicks, is needing new space for dance classes and has approached the church 
to inquire about renting one of the classrooms for lessons. The lessons would have 6-7 students per hour. They are 
looking for rental space on Tuesday from 5:30 to 8:30 and Thursday from 5:30 to 6:30 evenings. After discussion, 
Pat Jorgenson moved that we do not rent the building out on a regular basis other than the existing pre-school. Sue 
Cleveland seconded. Motion carried. 

Elections - Elections for officers of the council will be coming up and will be placed on the agenda for December. If 
you have recommendations for persons to run for church council notify the Nominations and Recommendations 
committee.   
Sue Cleveland motioned to adjourn the meeting, Pat Jorgenson seconded.   Motion carried. 

                          ADJOURNMENT – Meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. Next Council Meeting to be held on December 15, 2009.   
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Lutheran Men will meet at Trinity-St. 
Joseph Cafeteria on Friday noon,         

December 4, 2009. Speaker for this 
meeting will be Kyle Debertin, Director 

of Metigoshe Bible Camp. 
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Men of Zion 
Don’t forget to  
come for Men’s 

Breakfast on  
Saturday,  

          December 12, 
8:00 am.  
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Shepherds  
Greet students each week and travel through the workshops with them.  
Shepherds get to know their kids and provide continuity and caring.   
Shepherds help guide the children each week and provide consistency 
for the students from week to week. 
Workshop Leaders/Helper  
Commit to 5 weeks of leadership.  Leaders teach the workshop of their  
interest and lesson stays the same all 5 weeks.  Helper simply assist in  
the teaching and facilitating of the learning experience for our children. 
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