
 

THE VISITOR  
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH                      ����
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“An Invitation to the Lenten Journey, Jesus Is…” 
 
Dear people of Zion; 
 
    You are invited to come and worship the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ. Lent is the 
season of the church calendar when we are encouraged to deeply contemplate, pray and 
ponder on the life of Jesus.  More than just teaching about Jesus we are encouraged to be 
drawn into the life of Christ much like the first disciples. Jesus was many things to many 
people and even today who Jesus is, is a much debated topic. 
 
    This year our midweek Lenten services will focus on the life of Jesus as we seek to be 
engaged by Jesus. 
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There will be two midweek opportunities for worship each week. Soup lunches will be-
gin at 11:30 in the dining room with worship at noon-ish. Join us for food for your stom-
ach and food for your soul. We encourage those working to come to Zion on your lunch 
hour. 
 
Wednesday evenings will begin with supper at 5:30 followed by gathering activates for 
worship in the sanctuary at 6:45. This will include music and various activities for all 
ages. Worship will officially begin at 7pm. These worship services will be designed as 
family friendly and engaging for all ages. We are taking a break from our classroom time 
to join together in worship.  Come join the journey, come worship with us this Lenten 
season. 
 
Please mark Wednesday, March 10th as a day to bring food items to Zion for Easter bas-
kets for families in need. The Missions Committee along with our confirmation students 
will fill baskets to be given before Easter. Please bring your food items to worship on 
Wednesday, March 10th. Items could include a Ham and/or non-perishable items for an 
Easter meal. 
 
Please also continue to keep the people of Haiti as well as the many volunteers in your 
prayers, pray and give what you can to the ELCA disaster response. 
 
See you in worship 
 
Pastor John Streccius 
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Greetings.   
 
I wanted the congregation to be aware of some budget issues before our Annual Meeting on February 14th.  I am 
pleased to report that Zion ended 2009 with a $0 net gain/loss. I am also pleased to report that just as in 2008, 
Zion’s expenses for 2009 were under budget. A conscious effort is made to be good stewards of the congrega-
tion’s givings. 
 
For 2009, the congregation needed and budgeted for an additional $20,000 of revenue beyond normal envelope 
giving. That additional revenue was needed to balance the budget. You, the people of Zion, were able to give that 
extra financial support, otherwise we could not have ended the year with a $0 net gain/loss. Thank you. 
 
Zion searched for a new associate pastor during the end of 2008 and the beginning of 2009. The congregation 
formed a call committee and later voted to call Pastor Nathan Mugass. As a financial result, Zion will be responsi-
ble for two pastors in 2010, which is something we haven’t done since 2007. 
 
The congregation made a tremendous effort to support the 2009 trip that Zion’s Youth took to New Orleans for 
the ELCA National Youth Gathering. You supported the youth through a stockholders drive, numerous meals and 
other fundraising events. From November ’08 to May ’09, you supported the youth to the tune of $35,000. The 
youth will certainly be asking for your support this year to start preparing for the 2012 youth gathering, but cer-
tainly not to the extent of last year. 
 
In 2009, the congregation budgeted $12,000 towards two part-time counselors to work with the High School 
youth. The two counselors are no longer with us, so the council began some research on a partnership position 
with Metigoshe Ministries. The council and staff did our best to educate the congregation about this TRAC posi-
tion, and then give everyone an opportunity to reflect and voice their opinion. If you have seen a recent Wednes-
day “Food Faith and Family” or a Kid’s Sabbath, you know that the numbers of youth receiving an education 
about Christ has really exploded. There is a need for someone to work with our youth of all ages. It doesn’t matter 
if we call that person a counselor, a coach, or a youth director, we have a need. After many months of exploration 
and discussion, council voiced its continued support for a youth position. The 2010 budget includes $8,700 for a 
TRAC position for the months of August – December. 
 
The 2010 budget initially looked like Zion would be facing a $41,000 loss for the year. Our big expenses are al-
ways staff, utilities, and the $8400 mortgage every month.  We cut our expenses down as much as we could, but 
things like postage, paper towels, insurance, and snow removal are always going to be needed items to budget. 
We just haven’t grown into our mortgage payment yet. Council formed a committee to find ways to raise an addi-
tional $4000 a month from February – December. This money will be put towards the monthly mortgage pay-
ment. As one of my co-workers is fond of saying, “Many hands make light work.” With around 370 giving units / 
families that give to Zion, a little extra support from each family each month will allow you to continue to support 
Zion’s mission and vision. At the end of 2010, any extra money will be put into our contingency fund. 
 
I don’t like surprises (my wife will verify that), so I wanted to let you, the congregation, know what it will be like 
to support your mission and vision.  Your extra financial backing will be asked for in order to help support the 
regular mortgage payments.  I ask for your prayers, your continued support, and I look forward to seeing you for 
the Annual Meeting. 
 
Respectfully, 
Rod Torgeson—Council President 



 

Debt Reduction 
In memory of Marge Tryhus from  
Bernice Galusha,  
Robert/Ardis Markle 

In memory of Barry Ingerson  
from Ralph/Georgean Gullickson 

Choir (Music) 
In memory of Jerry Farden from Joanne Farden 
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Funds to which you may donate in 
memory/honor of your loved ones. 

   Global Missions    Banner Fund       Education  Fund 
   Hand bell Fund      Mission Fund     Organ Fund              
   Quilting          Trust Fund          ZLCW  
   Window Shades     Transportation    Debt Reduction                                        
    Prayer Shawl Ministry        Play Ground Equipment 
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This Month: February 21st @ 7 pm—Movie Night 
 

Upcoming Events 
March 21st @ 12 noon—Personal Care Bags for 
the YWCA   
& Women’s Homeless Shelter 
April 18th @ 12 noon—Craft for Zion Nursing Home Residents                                      
May 16th @ 5:30 pm—5th Annual Family BBQ @ the Church 
June, July, August—No Sisterhood 
 

Most of our activities will take place following our 11 am  
Sunday Service, so feel free to bring a brown bag lunch! 
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Our next meeting will be Tues-

day, February 9, 5:30 pm in 
the youth/family room. 
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Lutheran Campus Ministry Corner: Dear Friends ---
Welcome to the month of February. It is good to see all the  
students back on campus! With the start of new semester it 
brings new opportunities and new adventures! As students dive 
into the second semester and as we dive into a New Year we 
hear the words of promise from God that Isaiah spoke in chapter 
43:1 – “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you 
by name, you are mine!” God has called you by name. God 
promises to walk and does walk with all of us in the New Year 
and New Semester. God walks with all of us in all the joys and 
challenges ahead. It is that promises that surrounds us this New 
Semester and New Year. May God bless you!  
Contact Information for Pastor Kari Williamson and  
Lutheran Campus Ministry: Office: 839-3949 
Cell: 833-2221   E-mail: campusministry@srt.com 
Lutheran Campus Ministry weekly opportunities:  
Soup Lunch� Tuesdays from 11:30 – 1:00 (starting February 
2), at Augustana Lutheran (across from Lura Manor). Every 
week there will be different soup! There will also be the oppor-
tunity to use the wireless service, play ping pong, and challenge 
someone to a game of Wii bowling or study.   
Where can you find Pastor Kari on Thursday at 11:30-1:00? 
On campus for Lunch! Look for me in Buckshots! 
Weekly Gathering – Thursday evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
in the Multicultural room in the Student Union. Come for great 
discussion about faith and how it relates to your life today.  
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Zion Book Club will meet on Tuesday,  
February 9, 7:00pm to discuss the third book 
in the Red River Series " A Land To Call 
Home" by Lauraine Snelling.  
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Minot Lutheran Men will be meeting  
February 5, noon, Trinity 

St Joseph's. Lunch of soup and sandwich 
for $4 is available in the meeting 

room. The cafeteria is, also available. The program for  this 
meeting will be Gary Ochsner, Air Force Retired, Mas-

ter Sergeant. During his active duty he was Chapel Manager. 
He will speak about his active duty and Christian experience. 

Men of Zion 
Don’t forget to 
come for Men’s 

Breakfast on Sat-
urday,  

February 13, 8:00 
am.  

Bring a friend! 	
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Zion Lutheran Church Council Meeting - January 19, 2010 
 

 Present: Linnzi Aberle, Pastor Nathan, Rod Torgeson, Gary Leslie, Sue Cleveland, Diane Bryantt, Beth Stenvold,  
 Julie Huettl, Kristi Burgess, Wanda Maixner, Pat Jorgenson, Tyler Hunskor, Brian Troxel, Tyler Asendorf. 
 Others: Jane Nelson, Jan Zook, Armend Lynner, Randy Korslien, Jerry Jorgenson, Erv Johnson 

      DEVOTIONS - Pastor Nathan led devotions relating to Haiti Earthquake. God does amazing things in difficult times.    
      Jan Zook attended from the Bishop’s office. She was in attendance to thank Zion for the continued support. Of every $1.00 
      given to Western ND ELCA Synod, $.58 stays in North Dakota. $.07 of the $.58 goes to campus ministries. $.42 goes to ELCA. 
      100% of money designated to Haiti goes to Haiti. She informed us of a new church in Bismarck, Prairie Tables. They do not 
      have their own building and are using another church building with worship on Wednesday and Thursday noon’s. They are  
      ministering to a group who are not comfortable in a traditional worship service. She also thanked Zion for the synod youth  
      leaders that have come from this congregation and for the hospitality of Zion for various Synod events.   
      Bridge Stewardship report by Jane Nelson – 86.2% of debt reduction pledges have been paid. The debt on the church is just  
      below $700,000 and we may need to think about another debt reduction campaign. She also gave a report on the amount of 
      pledges for this year. 
 

      BUSINESS 
Approval of Agenda – The agenda was modified to include Jane Nelson and the members of the trust committee.  
Kristi Burgess moved to approve the agenda as modified. Sue Cleveland seconded. Motion carried. 
Approval of Minutes – Beth Stenvold moved to approve the minutes. Brian Troxel seconded.  Motion carried. 
Treasurer’s Report - Rod Torgeson wanted to point out a couple of things. We voted at the last council meeting to use 
money from the debt reduction fund if necessary. A total of $5009.20 paid from operating account and balance was paid 
from debt reduction fund. Jerry Jorgenson reported December income was approximately $7500 over last year even though 
no services were held on the last Sunday. He also reported that an additional $100,000 in principal reduction had been 
made in the past year. Diane Bryantt moved to approve the Treasurer’s report, seconded by Wanda Maixner. Motion carried. 
Committee Reports 
Children’s Ministries – gained another 10 children since November. There will be a continued appeal for volunteers. 
Nathan reminded everyone that annual reports are due by January 25th. 
No other committee reports. 
Pastor’s Reports  
Nathan – Christmas Eve was a full house again. 3:30 and 5:30 programs were full. 11:00 service was smaller possibly due 
to the weather. He and John were at Luther Seminary last week for continuing education on engaging scripture in our 
world. Nathan had stayed in Minneapolis to meet the widow of Ben Larson who lost his life in Haiti. Nathan was a friend 
of the Larson’s. An LYO mission trip to Minneapolis in July is being planned for the summer. Pastor Nathan asked that his 
housing allowance be at $1600 a month for the coming year. 
 

New Business 
Trust Committee  
Questioned if there was a major unanticipated repair to the building, could the trust committee considered. They indicated 
it could. 
Contingency - discussed the need to rebuild the contingency fund. 
What can the trust fund pay for? Trust fund is wide open as what it can do. Historically it has been to support the areas of 
the church that are over and above the normal operations of the church.  By-laws do not have specific restrictions but  
historically payments were restricted to non-budget items. Right now there is a significant amount available from prior 
year’s carryover. Funds total approximately $600,000 in principal funds. In the past the trust fund has supported students in 
seminary. There are no seminary students being supported from the Trust Fund at this time. They have in the past  
supported students at Concordia.    
Budget  
After an extensive discussion, on the budget Brian Troxel made a motion and seconded by Pat Jorgenson to continue to 
support a youth director position. Motion carried. With the changes to the budget to support the youth position, adding a 
line for contingency fund and special mortgage fund raisers, Pat Jorgenson moved to approve the budget as proposed, 
Kristi Burgess seconded the budget. Motion carried.    
President for 2010 year. 
Brian Troxel agreed to serve as president for the coming year. Gary Leslie moved and Wanda Maixner seconded to cast 
unanimous ballot. Motion carried. 
Rod Torgeson asked for volunteers for the monthly mortgage payment fund raising committee should that item be a 
proved by the congregation: Diane Bryantt, Jenice Schall and Pastor Nathan volunteered. 

 

There being no other business, Kristi Burgess moved to adjourn. Seconded by Sue Cleveland. Motion passed. Meeting was  
adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
The next council meeting will be held on February 16th. 
Respectfully submitted, Jenice Schall - Secretary     ADJOURNMENT  – LORD’S PRAYER 
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3rd Annual 
ZLC Valentine’s Banquet 

 

Saturday, February 20, 2010 
 
 

Zion Fellowship Hall 
Gathering and Appetizers: 6:00-6:30 p.m.  

Meal Service begins at 6:30 p.m. 
Chef Josh Moen and Zion Youth will be serving a full sit-down meal;  

your choice of shrimp  or prime rib . 
Musical entertainment will be provided. 

Limited seating - Advance tickets required - $25 per person 
Proceeds to be donated to the Zion Youth 


