"SALE" INTO SUMMER FUN-D RAISER

Tired of all that unused stuff in your house? w yvant to get rid of it but it is too good to tiwraway?
Why not have a rummage sale. Create some more $magou and provide a way to benefit both therchu
and yourself. How you ask?? Once you have held gammage sale, bring the proceeds to the Zion Lu-
theran Church office and donate the money to thecthfor its debt relief fund. Why would you dathn-
stead of just keeping the money, you ask?? Whydwmu not want to get the most out of your mond3y?
donating it to the church, you help the church pedits debt and you get a receipt for the dondtiah you
can use as a tax deduction on this year’s tax. gébuwice the bang for your buck and some extoarm
your house.

You have never had a rummage sale and don’'t knosveio start? Here are some handy tips that | dobk
to the Pierce County Tribune.

#1 Designate a “sale” area in your home.

Pick a spot to store the things you're going tb ddake sure it's not an area that will need &use in
the next couple of months since it will probablydp pretty quick. An unused garage, storage sbedpare
room are all good for this purpose. Mark anythimghe area that is NOT going to go be sold sowian the
time comes, you don’t accidentally get rid of somm@g you don’t want to part with.

#2 Use your evening to “pick twenty”

After a long day at work and taking care of youniiy, the last thing anyone wants to do is get yead
for a rummage sale. However, you only need akbwetrhinutes a night to get a good start on yows.sal
When you have a few minutes of downtime, go throymir house and pick twenty things you can parwit
It can be any 20 things, spread out around thedhaispecific to say a closet or one room. Paosétthings
in the “sale” room and then enjoy the rest of yeuwgning. Do this every night until you've gathergmall the
stuff you're willing and ready to part with.

#3 Put away week-end pricing time

One of the most tedious parts of having a rumnsadgeis pricing every single item. By starting to
price now, you can divide this laborious task istaall chunks of work. Pick an hour or two on ydays off
to price anything in your “sale” room. Make suneseparate the priced items from the non-pricedsts
keep your space organized. If you're not sure whate to give certain items, go ahead and prictherhigh
side. Just be ready to go down if someone warttaggle. Pricing things in smaller increments wéép you
from getting bored and when the time comes, yd&lready for your sale.

#4 Pick a date well in advance

Pick a date that will give you enough time to beperly prepared and not rushed. You can plan for
the city wide rummage sale or pick your own datéisat one does not work for you. Hard core gasaje
shoppers will be there no matter what.

#5 Consider selling other items

Increase your dollar potential by supplementingryagsed items in the garage sale with crafts, sjack
baked goods and other low-cost items. Some peyele offer a lunch. Shoppers have often been shgpp
all day, it might be a way to get hungry shopperstay a while and browse while they eat.

#6 Recruit help

It is possible to run a rummage sale by yourself,when the rush hits, it could get pretty stnalssf
Starts putting the word out now that you're looking some help. Older children can help bag orresme
items into empty spots as the sale progressesagees can take and make change. Get with soemal i
and see if they'd like to add some things to tHe f&a the price of just a few hours of their help. many



cases, they’'ll be happy to do it, and running a 8alh someone you can gab with makes it all thatenfun.
#7 Make sure you have plenty of display space

Depending on how many items you’ve got, you're gdim need places to put everything you are sell-
ing. Tables are the best, since they are at dteveake browsing easy for everyone. Make surehave
enough. Ask friends and family to borrow picniccard tables. Clothing racks and bookshelves tsanke
used. A piece of plywood over some sawhorsesdeilih a pinch as an extra display table. Just rsake to
put a “Not for Sale” sign on anything that you wamuse for display purposes only.

#8 Get the word out

No one’s going to know about your sale unlessadvertise. Take out an ad in the paper. Better ye
if you're taking part in the city-wide rummage salent, get your sale on the map. Some peopléhasas
their primary guide for the day, especially if thene looking for something specific. Hang up fiyand post-
ers in high-traffic areas around town. Make suwre ljave signs to post on nearby city streets txtiraffic
to your sale for its duration. Don't forget to plates and addresses on your ads, as well as sasas tems.
The more you promote your rummage sale, the bgbtarturnout will be.

#9 Have everything ready the night before

The day of the sale is going to be pretty crazy, the last thing you're going to want to do is damst
minute set-up. Have everything ready to go thatrigfore so that with only minimal work, you'll lbeady
for business. Set up your “cashier” table withwagtochairs for you and your co-workers. Get chadnga a
local bank. If need be, cover any tables or digplaith plastic tarps to guard against bad ovetnigdather.
#10 Let the fun begin!

On the day of your sale, start early as hosteakeraure you're friendly and greet all your custmsme
with a smile. Be willing to haggle. Even if sormeocdoesn’t buy anything, thank them for stopping arsh
them a good day. While being friendly might notkeagour profits go up, your customers are likelyde
member you and tell their friends to check youe salt. Plus, you'll want the good PR for futuréesa

What should you do with the leftovers? Save them...Give them away....Toss them...

There are three courses of action that you canuatk the left-over merchandise:
1. Save it for your next garage saleHaving a bit of “seed merchandise” can help filuydables for the next
sale, but keep in mind, you're going to have toestverything somewhere!
2. Give it all to a charity. There are many charitable organizations that aietyour remaining merchan-
dise, and give you a receipt for you to write t@ation off your income tax. Some will even come gick
up the items.
3. Throw it away. Put all you left over items on your curb, and het sanitation trucks pick it up. Don’t be
surprised when some of the same people that wanilgay for it come and dig thru your garbage ahe ta
items home.



